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SUBJECT: SECOND READING OF NEW CONSTITUTION PASSED 

1 . THE SECOND READING DEBATE ON THE NEW CONSTITUTION 
EDNED IN THE NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY (NSA) ON AUGUST 9 WITH A 
137-7 VOTE FAVORING THE NEW CONSTITUTION BILL AS AMENDED. 

THE SRI LANKA FREEDOM PARTY VOTED AGAINST THE BILL; 

THE TAMIL UNITED LIBERATION FRONT ABSTAINED. THE LONE 
CEYLON WORKERS CONGRESS REPRESENTATIVE VOTED WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT. 

2. PRINCIPAL RESULT OF NSA DEBATE THUS FAR WAS THE 
GOVERNMENT'S WITHDRAWAL OF ARTICLE 157, WHICH DREW MUCH 
CRITICISM AS A STIFLING OF POLITICAL EXPRESSION. ARTICLE 

157 WOULD HAVE PROVIDED FOR UP TO 10 YEARS IMPRISONMENT 
AND A FINE FOR ANYONE WHO ADVOCATED OR ENGAGED IN ANY 
CONSPIRACY TO CHANGE OR REPEAL THE CONSTITUTION. 
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BILL IS NOW IN COMMITTEE WHERE THERE MAY BE FURTHER 
AMENDMENTS AND MODIFICATIONS OF LANGUAGE, BEFORE 
THE FINAL VOTING ON THE THIRD READING AUGUST 16. 

3. COMMENT: THERE ARE LIKELY TO BE FEW MAJOR 
CHANGES, ALTHOUGH THE PRIME MINISTER AND PRESIDENT 
ARE HEAVILY ENGAGED IN LAST MINUTE NEGOTIATIONS 
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ON DETAILS, SOME OF WHICH ARE SEEN TO HAVE IMPORTANT 
IMPLICATIONS BY THE LEGALLY SOPHISTICATED ELITE. 

WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT THE NEW CONSTITUTION PROCLAIMING 
THE DEMOCATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA WILL 
BE PROMULGATED ON SEPTEMBER 14. THAT DATE REPORTEDLY 
WAS CHOSEN ON THE BASIS OF ASTROLOGICAL PREDICTIONS 
OF THE MOST PROPITIOUS TIME CLOSEST TO THE PRESIDENT S 
BIRTHDAY. SEPTEMBER 17. 

WRIGGINS 
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